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Director’s Note:

The theatrical version of this show was originally written in 1983, based on a
teleplay. In studying the play, it seemed like a show that would lend itself well to
being set during the 1950s, during the so-called ‘Golden Age of Television.”

Atthattime, the medium was relatively new, butl was exploding in popularity. As
mare and more people tuned into their favourite television shows, advertisers
began switching from radio to televisionin an ellort to entice consumers.

And entice they did.

Some companies sponsored entire shows to pitch their products, while other
companies purchased air ime.,

Television dramas were a popular choice for viewers and adverfisers alike, and
until the arrival of videotape in 1956, live television kept viewers glued to their
seats. |

Many of the television actors of the day had learned their craft on stage, and the
early shows were cast, rehearsed and pr?cﬂted as though they were theatrical
productions. Whether you were around in 1955 or not, we hope vou enjoy this
production of Rehearsal For Murder.

Karen Robinet

Selting:
The show takes place in February of 1955 on a New York stage., and in various
locations exactly one year previously.

Western Ontario Drama Festival

This show is Theatre Kent's entry into the annual W.0.D L. festival. As such, it
will be adjudicated during the Friday evening performance. Following that night's
production, the audience is invited to stay to hear Mr. Brian Van Norman's
comments on the show. After that, a private
adjudication will be held for the cast and
crew. Mr. Van Norman has been a teacher,
playwright and director for more than 25
vears. He has worked with lugh school, uni-
versity, community and professional pro-
ductions, and his plays have appeared in a
number of venues, including the Sears
Drama Festival, Blyth Festival, the Arts
Theatre in Mew Yorlk, the Grand Theatre in

London and the Stratford Festival.
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